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as a constant warning to men not to presume on
their own unaided moral strength ; but to fly from
temptation.
Many of the Muhammadans in the south of
India are undoubtedly of Dravidwn extraction.
When the Dravidians were conquered by the
followers of the Prophet, they were obliged to
accept the faith at the point of the sword and be
circumcised. They were taught the Quran, and
their conquerors were satisfied with its repetition.
They did not trouble themselves about the
animistic beliefs inherited through many genera-
tions from devil-worshipping ancestors* To this
day those superstitious beliefs remain in Triplicane;
and they are the origin of countless propitiatory
ceremonies, the practice of which is purely heathen.
This is especially the case among the poorer
Muhammadans, the tailors, hawkers, domestic
servants, clerks, and shop assistants,
In a curious old book published in Madras early
in the nineteenth century, called Qamm-i-Islam*
directions are given for casting out devils; for
controlling ** shytans " through whom evil passions
may be satisfied; to discover the cause of sickness
and cure it; to avert the influence of the evil eye;
to prepare love-philtres; to cause enmity between